
The Lion King and Hamlet
Directions: Answer the following questions as completely as possible on a separate sheet of paper.  Remember that as the movie progresses, you may have to add to your answers because characters change dramatically and thus represent new characters from Hamlet by the end of the movie.  Therefore, you should always leave yourself a bit of extra space.
1.  What character from Hamlet does Mufasa represent? Does he seem to be a good representation of this character? Why or why not?

2.  What character from Hamlet does Simba represent? Does he seem to be a good representation of this character? Why or why not?
3.  What character from Hamlet does Rafiki (the baboon who holds Simba up after his birth) represent? Does he seem to be a good representation of this character? Why or why not?

4.  What character from Hamlet does Zazu represent? Does he seem to be a good representation of this character? Why or why not? (Hint: He may represent only one part of a character or two.)

5.  What character from Hamlet does Scar represent? Does he seem to be a good representation of this character? Why or why not?

6.  What character from Hamlet does Nala represent? Does she seem to be a good representation of this character? Why or why not? (Hint: She may represent parts of more than one character.  Consider how she has changed and what she does when Simba meets her for the second time.)

7.  What character from Hamlet do the hyenas represent? Do they seem to be a good representation of this character? Why or why not? (Hint: They may represent parts of more than one character.)

8. What character from Hamlet does Serabi (Simba’s mother) represent? Does she seem to be a good representation of this character? Why or why not? 
9.  What character from Hamlet do Timon and Pumba represent? Do they seem to be a good representation of this character? Why or why not?
10.   How is Mufasa’s murder different from the murder in Hamlet?  Why might the producers have chosen to make this change?

11.  How is the ending of The Lion King different from the ending of Hamlet?  What is the effect of this change? Why might the producers have chosen to change the ending of the story this way?

